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D onnarae P. (Conte) Bryne, 75, of Liverpool, passed away on Tuesday, February

18, 2025, after a long illness. She was surrounded by her loving family at the
time of her passing.

Donnarae is survived by her devoted husband, Eugene B. Hicks; beloved daughter Donnarae
(Garry) Togni; grandchildren, Sarah N. Togni, Jacob A. Togni, Natalie Rae (Jericho) Cerelli, and

Mikayla R. Togni; one great-grandson, William AE Togni; and siblings, Yvonne Conte, Jacquelyn
Kotary, and Anna (Jeffery) Tomasino; half-brother, Robert (Sue) Conte; her best friend, who was

like a sister to her, Catherine (John) Plewak, along with many nieces, nephews, cousins and best
friends that will miss her, Mary (Chuck) Snyder, and Lenny (Janice) Scarano.

She was predeceased by her parents, Angela D. (Torsella) Conte and Frank W. Conte, as well as her

beloved brother Alfred D'Conte.

Donnarae was born in Utica, NY and was a 1967 graduate of Fayetteville-Manlius High School.
She went on to earn her degree from Powelson Business Institute in Syracuse in 1968. She began

her career in 1971 as the Administrative Assistant at Prestige Merchandise Service. She went on to
manage an all-female sales office that led the state of Pennsylvania in sales in the mid 70's, before

returning to NY. She held a long career as Avon representative, leader, recruiter and trainer, and
district manager spanning 40 years and multiple states. She was Presidents Club Sales and Inner
Circle Sales Award winner for most of those years. In 1995 she began to assist with the marketing

for Clyde Goldberg Financial Planning where she stayed until retiring to care for her mother in
2005. Donnarae dedicated 15 years to the honor and care of her mother.

Donnarae was an avid volunteer for WCNY PBS TV for several years. She loved meeting the
community and supporting PBS.

As a long-time member of Living Word Church, Donnarae's strong faith was evident in her daily

life, over the years she volunteered in the church store, the nursey and the private k-12 school.
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She loved to worship alongside her grandchildren and later with her mom. She'd often told
granddaughter Sarah to sing louder, because she couldn't see the words displayed on the wall. Her

hope was for each of you to know the love of her savior. She could frequently be found sharing
her faith in stores, at garage sales, and in restaurants. She had a love for people and wanted to

share the truth she had found.

She loved spending time in her garden, sipping tea with friends, baking for family members, and
making people laugh. She will be remembered by friends and family alike for her incredible

sense of humor, generosity, deep love for her family, and her unwavering faith in God. Her legacy
of kindness, humor, and compassion will live on in the hearts of all who knew her. Psalms 116:15

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servant.

The family would like to thank Laura Wickline, David Oquendo, Estelle Nbayikunda, and the
staff of St. Joseph Hospital for all the loving care, friendship, and support.

Calling hours will be held on Monday, February 24, 2025 from 11am – 1pm at Living Word
Church, 6099 Court Street Road, Syracuse, NY 13206, immediately followed by a funeral service
in celebration of Donnarae’s life at 1pm at the church. Private burial will be in Woodlawn

Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Donnarae’s name may be made to Living Word Church Food

Pantry at www.livingword.live/donate. Gifting to others was at the core of who Donnarae was.
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Visitation

Living Word Church

6099 Court Street Road, Syracuse NY 13206

Funeral Service

Living Word Church

6099 Court Street Road, Syracuse NY 13206

Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Cemetery

800 Grant Blvd, Syracuse NY 13203
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Monday, February 24, 2025

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM ET

Monday, February 24, 2025

1:00 PM ET
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Thomas J. Pirro Jr. Funeral Home shared a Tribute Video.

February 24 at 4:03 AM

JP Joe Pinkes posted:

My sympathies to Gene and family- I always enjoyed Donna and respected her. She never let her

medical issues color her outlook.

February 27 at 1:20 AM

JC Jean M Curinga posted:

We were neighbors when my children were small. They always loved going to Donnarae's to play

with her toys. She always shared her love of Jesus through word and deed. I am sure she will hear,

well done, my good and faithful servant from our Lord. Thank you for sharing her with all of

us.Jeanne Curinga.

February 23 at 1:47 PM

AK Amy K. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donnarae.

February 22 at 5:13 PM

LH Leah Haponski posted:

She helped care for me when I was younger, introducing me to other family members my age, hoping

to help me make new friends. Always had a smile on her face too.Sorry for your loss.

February 21 at 6:48 PM

Anonymous sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 3:39 PM
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ZR Zachary Reals sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 2:59 PM

MJ Mira An Josie sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 2:01 PM

Anonymous sent a Pink Potpourri Bouquet to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 1:47 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donnarae.

February 21 at 1:47 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 12:51 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donnarae.

February 21 at 12:51 PM
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Anonymous sent a Forever Our Angel Bouquet to the Bryne family.

February 21 at 12:34 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donnarae.

February 21 at 12:34 PM

AV Alice V. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donnarae.

February 21 at 11:44 AM

FO Frank J Oram lit a candle in honor of Donnarae.

February 21 at 10:03 AM
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Thomas J. Pirro Jr. Funeral Home shared a Tribute Video. February 24 at 4:03 AM

SCAN TO WATCH

TRIBUTE VIDEO
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Donnarae by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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